
cient for intranasal operations ; indeed, the application must
be very imperfectly made when this time is required. My
patients complain of pain so very infrequently that I take it
as a matter of fact that there will be no pain, and assure the
patient so. In galvanocautery operations I seldom reach the
fifteen minute mark for the completion of the operation, in¬
cluding the anesthesia. I very seldom have waited as long as

fifteen minutes for anesthesia.
I always operate in the sitting posture, unless for special

reasons I notice an idiosyncrasy or predisposition to fainting,
because it is very much more convenient, the patient being
able to expectorate and clear the nose in case of hemorrhage.
While fainting and toxic effects are somewhat favored by the
upright position, hemorrhage is less.
Dr. Anderson is correct in his statement that patients recover

more quickly in the recumbent position, whether from the toxic
effect of cocain or fainting. I have been compelled twice to
place the patient in the recumbent position after having begun
the operation sitting. It is not an easy matter to handle a

limp patient under such condition ; in fact, without an assis¬
tant it is at times quite impossible. This occasional unhappy
condition in my opinion argues more than all else in favor of
the recumbent posture, but the convenience both to patient
and operator is certainly in favor of the sitting position.
Spraying the nose with a solution of cocain strong enough

to produce anesthesia sufficiently complete for intranasal oper¬
ations should be unconditionally and emphatically condemned
as an unscientific and dangerous procedure.
The manner, then, of application as between placing

pledgets of cotton saturated with a weak solution (6 to 10 per
cent.) in the nasal cavity, and the method advocated by Dr.
Anderson, and formerly practiced by myself, of a strong solu¬
tion (25 per cent.) to the saturated solution, I prefer the
former method because I have found it much more convenient,
saves time and is tolerated better by the patient, without
increasing the dangers of the toxic effects of the drug.

Henry W. Wandless, M.D.

On the Excretion of Urea.
Tiverton, R. I., Sept. 10, 1897.

To the Editor:\p=m-\On page 438 of the Journal, Aug. 28, 1897,
Dr. Charles Stover of Amsterdam, N. Y., is quoted as follows :

"He also spoke of a case which came under his own observa-
tion, in which but 500 grains of urea were excreted daily
when there should have been 1,300, the patient developing
eclampsia."
I do not remember having read that pregnancy was a partic-

ular cause of increased excretion of urea, but consulting my
authorities, quotations from a few enclosed, I learn that the
normal excretion of urea is about 1 ounce or 500 grains in
health. If the above statement of Dr. Stover is a fact, that
she should have excreted 1,300 grains, or 2.15 time the normal
amount during health, what cause should this great increase
of the excretion of urea in pregnancy be ascribed to? Allow
me to quote. Bartley ("Med. Chemistry," 4th Ed., 1895, p.
615) : This quantity, multiplied by the number of fluid ounces
passed in twenty-four hours, gives the amount of urea excreted
in twenty-four hours, which should not be far from 500 grains.
A less quantity than 350 grains in an adult, who is eating the
usual amount, should be regarded as pathologic and suspicious
of nephritis or deficient kidney excretion. Robert ("Urinary
and Renal Diseases," 2d Ed., 1872, p. 115) : The daily separa¬
tion of urea, by adult men between the ages of 20 and 40,
averages about 500 grains ; but the amount varies considerably
from various causes, such as diet, exercise, meteorologie con¬

ditions and individual peculiarities ; of twenty-four observa¬
tions, of not less than six days each, tabulated by Dr. Parkes,
the minimum result is 286.1 grains and the maximum 684.4

graine per day. Marshall ("Outlines of Physiology," Ed.
1868, Lea, p. 777) : In man, with an exclusively animal diet,
the daily quantity excreted was found by Lehmann to be about
820 grains ; with a mixed diet, 500 grains ; with a vegetable diet,
347 grains, and with a comparatively non-nitrogenous diet, 237
grains. In the female, from her smaller frame, her less active
nutrient metamorphoses and the smaller quantity of food con¬
sumed, the daily quantity excreted is about three-fourths of
an ounce (360 grains). Proportionately to the weight of the
body it is less abundantly found in women. Hare ("Practical
Diagnosis," 1896, p. 389): Although the quantity of urea
varies very greatly in perfect health, the mean amount excreted
in twenty-four hours by a healthy man of 20 to 40 years is
about 512 grains ; women excrete a little less than men. If,
therefore, in a pregnant woman or a person suffering from
Bright's disease, analysis shows a constant diminution in the
amount of excreted urea, the physician is warned that a
uremie convulsion or other manifestation of uremie disorder is
imminent.
Nor can I find any reference in the standard works of my

library to increased excretion of urea during pregnancy. On
the other hand, I find many writers referring to eclampsia
from other toxic causes than retained urea. ( Vide, Professor
Palmer, "Am. System of Obstetrics," p. 204, also Professor
Lusk in his work,) E. P. Stimson, M.D.

Leprosy in Chinese Laundries.
New York City, Sept. 6, 1897.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Thereport of Charles F. Roberts, M.D.,
Sanitary Superintendent of the Board of Health of New York,
to the Hon. Chas. G. Wilson, President, regarding the ques-tion of the presence or absence of leprosy in the Chinese laun-
dries of this city, contains statements not consistent with the
knowledge of the present day. I have nothing to say about
the presence of the disease in the Chinese laundries ; I may,
however, say I do not believe in its existence. So far he is
correct. But I object to his statement that "the authorities of
the present day entertain the belief that the disease is due to
infection not contagion."
I venture to affirm that all able authorities of the whole

world, believe in contagiousness, and that it is as contagious
in "the four hundred of New York" as in the slums of Cherry
Hill. "The best authorities of this country" do not agree with
the report of the Medical Society of the County of New York
a report which was gotten up to back its chairman, Health
Commissioner George B. Fowler, in his intent to discharge
the lepers from North Brother Island. These lepers have since
been let loose.
As a matter of expediency for the New York Board of Health

that report of the New York County Medical Society, and
this report on Chinese laundrymen, are of one piece.

Albert S. Ashmead, M.D.

Reply to Dr. Paquin.
Buffalo, N. Y., Aug. 26, 1897.

To the Editor:\p=m-\I desire a little space to reply to an article
of Dr. Paul Paquin written in criticism of my report, on treat-
ment of tuberculosis, presented at the last meeting of the
American Medical Association. Far from belittling the
results of serum-therapy and declaring against the use of
tubercle antitoxin, I am heartily in favor of such methods of
treatment in suitable cases. The conclusions to which I came
in regard to antitoxin are, it seems to me, thoroughly justified
and are not materially different from Dr. Paquin's own con-
clusions : viz., that "in cases of phthisis that are at all advanced
it is of no value, that in the one case (and I particularly state
one) of almost pure tuberculosis of larynx and upper lobe in
which I used it, it was worse than useless, not having stayed
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the disease and having produced great physical suffering ; that
in the case of gland tuberculosis it has apparently done no

harm and may yet be of value ;" but (here I differ from Dr.
Paquin) "that in all cases with the exception of the last, the
painproduced by the injection and the unpleasant after-results
in the way of dermatitis and glandular swellings would
almost, if indeed not entirely, prohibit its use."
The possibility of improvement seems so slight when we con¬

sider the pain and suffering produced, especially as we can not
definitely promise recovery or even improvement to our patients
by the use of this particular serum, that I am not willing to
ask patients to undergo the ordeal. So much for Dr. Paquin's
criticism of the conclusions to which I have come ; as to the
more personal matters that he has cared to drag into the ques¬
tion, I have only to say that I was unable to procure any of
Maragliano's serum and so could make no comparative test.
He implies that 1 obtained the serum at a reduced rate by
making false statements. I reply that I paid full price for the
serum as I would not consent to the conditions under which
the reduction in price was offered.
As to the slurring reference tomy scientific ability, I am per¬

fectly willing to stand on my record among those who know
my work. Yours very truly,

DeLancey Rochester, M.D.

Dr. Paquin's Serum.
St. Louis, Sept. 6, 1897.

To the Editor:\p=m-\In the Journal of Aug. 21, 1897, Dr. Paul
Paquin mentions my name as one of a number of physicians
who "used serum and are still using it." There appeared in
the New York Medical Journal, Sept. 1, 1895, a report by me
of a case of tuberculosis, for which I recommended the use of
Paquin's anti-tubercle serum. The patient recovered. The
report of this case has been used extensively to advertise Dr.
Paquin's serum. I made an extensive trial of the serum for
some months after the recovery of this patient, but the results
were either negative, or they appeared to be similar to those
following the use of Koch's old tuberculin. As the serum was

injurious and dangerous to my patients, I discontinued its
administration. I do not, under any circumstances, wish to
be considered as indorsing the Paquin anti-tubercle serum.

Yours very truly, J. R. Lemen, M.D.

The Use of Goat's Milk.
Groveland, Mass., Aug. 10, 1897.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Ishould be greatly indebted to any of your
readers who would write to me concerning any experience they
may have had in the use of goat's milk in the treatment of
wasting diseases.
I should also be very glad to receive at the same time pro-

fessional opinion concerning goat blood serum, as to its anti-
toxic effect in the treatment of tuberculosis, diphtheria, etc.

Respectfully, Wm. Thornton Parker, M.D.

ASSOCIATION NEWS.
Section on Surgery and Anatomy.\p=m-\Minutesof the Section on

Surgery and Anatomy at the forty-eighth annual meeting of
the American Medical Association at Philadelphia, June
1-4, 1897. The Chair appointed as a nominating committee,
Drs. DeForest Willard of Philadelphia, H. O. Marcy of Bos-
ton, and J. McFadden Gaston of Atlanta. This committee
reported as follows : Chairman, Dr. John B. Murphy of Chi-
cago, and Secretary, Dr. William L. Rodman of Louisville.
Dr. Murphy having been selected to deliver the "Adress on

Surgery" next year, resigned the Chairmanship of this Section
and it was moved that the nominations to fill the vacancy
should be filled by ballot, Carried. The following were then

nominated : Dr. Wm. L. Rodman, Louisville ; Dr. H. O.
Walker, Detroit, and Dr. W. J. Mayo, Rochester, Minn. After
three ballots Dr. Rodman was declared elected. The follow-
ing nominations were then made for Secretary to succeed Dr.
Rodman : Drs. Clayton Parkhill of Denver and McLane of
Detroit. Dr. McLane withdrawing, Dr. Parkhill was declared
unanimously elected. It was moved and seconded that in the
future the Nominating Committee shall be continued until the
end of the session for which they are appointed to serve.

Carried. It was moved and seconded that all papers read by
title because their authors failed to read them shall be
excluded from the "Transactions," except where such failure
to read papers is due to the death of the author or to lack of
time on the part of the Section. Not carried. It was moved
and seconded that a committee of five should be appointed to
consider Dr. Senn's proposition of the previous day and report
the next morning. The Chairman appointed Drs. Nicholas
Senn of Chicago, G. R. Fowler of Brooklyn, H. Augustus
Wilson of Philadelphia, J. McFadden Gaston of Atlanta, and
J. D. Griffiths of Kansas City, Mo. Dr. Senn declining to
serve, Dr. H. O. Walker of Detroit was added to the Commit¬
tee. (Vide Journal, June 26, July 17, etc., for the Commit¬
tee's report.) It was moved and seconded that the name of
Dr. R. J. Reed of Wheeling, W. Va., should be inserted in the
"Transactions" as Secretary pro tern, of this meeting instead
of Dr. Bayard Holmes' name (owing to Dr, Holmes' absence).
Carried. It was moved and seconded that a vote of thanks
should be extended to the Chairman of this meeting.
Notice to Secretaries.—In order to enable the officers of the

Association to know what societies are in affiliation with the
Association, the secretaries of every State medical society are
urgently requested to forward to the Permanent Secretary,
W. B. Atkinson, M.D., 1400 Pine Street, Philadelphia, as early
as possible, a complete list of the local or district societies
which are " recognized by representation in the State society."

SOCIETY NEWS.
The Tri-State Medical Society of Alabama, Georgia and Tennes-

see will hold its ninth annual meeting in Nashville, Tenn.,
October 12, 13 and 14.
The American Association of Colored Physicians.\p=m-\Theannual

session for 1897 will be held in Nashville, Tenn., October 15
and 16. The program offers thirty five papers by the leading
negro physicians throughout the United States.
The Third International Congress of Sociology convened at Paris

in July, with Senator Lilienfeld of Russia in the Chair. Ac-
cording to the Progr\l=e`\sM\l=e'\d.,the most important address was
delivered by Prof. Lester Ward of Washington, D. C., on the
"Economics of Pain and the Economics of Pleasure."
The Medical Society of Virginia held its twentieth annual ses-

sion at Hot Springs, Va., September 1, 2 and 3. The society
was organized by ninety-two physicians, Nov. 2, 1870 ; of these
twenty-seven are still living. The society now has a member-
ship of 854. At the recent meeting prizes were awarded the
competitors who had submitted essays on Virginia medical
history. An original prize of 8450 was awarded to Dr. Jordan
of Richmond, while supplementary prizes of $100, $75, $50 and
$25 went respectively to Drs. Hugh Cummings, non· resident
fellow, of Philadelphia, Hugh M. McGuire of Alexandria, Jes¬
sie Ewell of Richmond and W. T. Walker of Lynchburg.
George B. Johnston, M.D., president, in his address, con¬
tended for State Medical Societies and pointed out their good
results to the profession and public. The question of the
admission of women as fellows of the society was settled in
their favor with little opposition. The following officers were
elected : President, Dr. Lewis E, Haine, Danville ; first vice-
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